.

MAHINDRA UNITED WORLD
COLLEGE OF INDIA

From the Hill

The Headmaster's Words

morising facts, sitting examinations, getting a job and
arning a living are all importautithey are mere by
roducts of a real education. Of course, knowledge is
portart but more so is the power to use it wisely;
most important of all is what a person believes, what they think
as good or bad, whether they have clear values and the detern
nation to live by them. These things matter more than politics at
economics or even opportunity and privilege. Until we have son
idea of who we are and how we should live these are merel
points of detail and sometimes even dangerous diversions. Mal
years ago, a Headmaster wrote the following letter to his staff:

“I am a survivor of a concentration camp. My eyes saw what no man should witnes:
chambers built by learned engineers, children poisoned by educated physicians, infant
by trained nurses, women and babies shot and burned by high school and college grau
So | am suspicious of education. My request is: help your students become human. Y
forts must never produce learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, educated Eichmanns
ing, writing, and arithmetic are important only if they serve to make our children mo
mane.”

Clearly, examination results and university placements only tell part of the ‘success s
any education. The essence of an education lies elsewhere and is extremely hard to m
—but must, surely, include some of the following:

» To know what it is to be truly and intensely alive;

* To seek the truth through honest thinking and careful research,;

» To appreciate beauty in all its many forms;

 To develop health in body, mind and soul;

* To respect differeneehether in creed, colour, culture or status;

* To discover the power of love and have a commitment to kindness.

In the final analysis, these are the things that truly count and make a life worth living.
end of this first semester, my hope is that we will have found a deeper and more mea
sense of what it is to be hunfi@ntherein lies a real education and the heart of the MUWC
experience.

Dr. Jonathan Long
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Tibet Fair

Sunday November 22,

UWCI witnessed Tibet

lub’s first annual Tibet

Fair. A fundraiser &iu-

dents For A Free Tibet (SRdYI-
betan Children’s Village (T&Wet-
work of schools dedicated to the
preservation of Tibetan culture and
education for Tibetan refugees in In-
dia. The funds were raised through
the sale of Tibetan themed goods
such Bhirts, jackets, stickers, and
Tibetan Buddhist prayer flags.

In addition, members underwert@ur 8narathon of cooking in Dr. Long’s kitchen to make
a food counter possible selling Tibetan food like Momos (steamed dumplings) and Thul
Tibetan soumodle dish) to give the students an opportunity to taste some traditional Ti-
betan cuisine. Other events included games and playing a variety of traditional and cor
porary Tibetan music. Overall, the Tibet Fair was a huge success both for raising funds
for spreading awareness of the situation in Tibet. We are all looking forward to hosting

successful events in the future.
Naoko Maruyama

Editorial

s most of us return home for a festive period, we look back at the past four mor

unable to understand how time has flown by so fast. Most second years will be

0 have overcome their most hectic and exhausting semester in MUWCI, keepil

ith the demanding IB program, while completing their university applications o

time. For first years, the adaptation period within the MUWCI community is now far beh
they look up to their second semester with anticipation.

As a whole community, we were glad that the transition period between Dr. Wilkinson &
Long took place very smoothly. The influx of a large number of new members of faculty
also been very exciting; with various teachers blending wonderfully well within the com
We now look forward to the next few months, with a number of activities coming up, su
the traditional ‘Theatre Season’.
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As time will fly by however, second years will be reminded of their inevitable departure
MUWCI, unwilling to leave behind the most amazing memories of their teenage years.
years will be gradually stepping into the shoes of their second years, while getting usec
sturdy academic program and gruellirtuextrdar activities on campus. Leaving MUWCI
will certainly be one of the most difficult moments we will face here, but life is full of che
lenges which we have learnt to confront and surmount during this truly enriching experi

Kavi Ramburn

An Evening with Akshara

Friday Dec. 4, Akshara, a program on campus with the purpose of providing

ducation for children from the surrounding villages, organized a fundraising

vening” which included, for the first half, a show put on by the students in tt

multipurpose hall and, afterwards, the sale-ofdtEndrts and crafts from

tables set up on the lawn. It began with a Pooja (prayer), and quickly took off with a cot
mencement speech given by-dreaged American volunteer with Akshara and several
Bollywoodsque dance routines by the girls. Their parents, many of whom had walked u
steep hill just to see their kids perform, cheering and whistling soon drowned out all oth
forms of sound other than the Hindi music that could be heard all across campus being
pumped through the tall speakers adjacent to the stage. We, MUWCI students and faci
sat in the back, and were in complete awe at the talent these kids possess and the am
support that was roused up by the community just for this one, singular evening. The hi
entertaining concert intensified when flags and drums were brought out to accompany
students in a mock representation of a parade that is held every year; particularly popu
the nearby city of Pune. To close this amazing show, one of the teachers of Akshara sa
John Lennon’s “Imagine,” while everyone sang along, unable to think of a better end. |
latter half of the evening, along with the sale of recycled notebooks and purses and oth
handmade articles, there was also a booth dedicated to henna tattoos and traditional M
food. Other than the acquisition of funds, another important aspect of the “Evening with
shara” was that it allowed interaction to take place between the whole of the MUWCI c
nity and the children, which was greatly appreciated by everyone.

Emilio Leanza
MUWTCI Fest

WCI Fest is an annual musical event which is organised by the Community
und, a fund dedicated to raising money for different projects that benefit the
re community. Students bought their entry tickets and gathered at the admin
wn late in the evening.
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nitially, students and teachers arrived at the venue, stood in long lines to enjoy delic

fast food, danced to music and simply conkesiedus then shifted to the perform-

ances which began soon after and continued late into the night. Bands and solo per

ers lit up the stage with popular tracks such as ‘Like a Virgin’ by Madonna, ‘Hysteria
Muse, ‘Meant to Live’ by Switchfoot amongst many others. All in all, there were over thi
performances that took centre stage, which varied from Japanese and Vietnamese cla:
music to hard roGkroughout the event food stalls were preparing fresh, delicious food
which included pav bhaji, bhel puri, rench toast, waffles as well as an assortment of cal
and pies. There were small games and activities on the far end of the admin lawn, in w
students and teachers took part and won prizes. Finally, the raffle ticket announcement
auctions which took place in between performances kept people on the edge and made
air brim with anticipation. On the whole, ‘MUWCI Fest’ was a night to be remembered &
confluence of passionate display of musical talent, scrumptious food and a lively and el
able atmosphere.

Prateik Madhavan

New Project Weeks!

Is year MUWCI students were blessed with the opportunity to go on two new p
weeks: Alice Project and Eklavya. In addition to that students were given the ch:
to go on another relatively new project week called Sangama, which was introdt
two years ago, but on which students did not go last year.

Eklavya was based in and around the small town of Hoshangabad on the Narmada Riv
Madhya Pradesh. Eklavya is an NGO that has been developing innovative teaching pre
grams, writing and publishing children’s textbooks, storybooks, magazines, texts on sci
and education etc. It also trains teachers, teaches students and assists villagers in plar
and development. The students observed how the NGO was run, and how the governn
was involved in primary education in the area. They also learned about the difference k
tween public and private education in India.

Alice Project is also an educational NGO, which runs a school for children, the majority
who are in extreme poverty. It is based in Saranath vibigiasnedres from Varanas-

ree in Uttar Pradesh. It was started by two Italians, a male and female, who believe in |
education. This project week was one where the students probably gained more than tl
NGO. They observed how their education system worked and were able to see Buddhi
ceremonies. The students also had an art, dance and theatre workshop and cooked th
western themed dinner. They also painted a huge world map on a large piece of plastic
that students who visit the NGO in the future can write on it.
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Sangama was based in Bangalore, the capital of Karnataka. It is an NGO that works fo
rights of sexual minorites. The students mostly participated in discussions and lectures
also went to a homosexual park and were shown around. They learned about the differ
problems that the minorities face, and the NGO basically tries spreading awareness.

Nawar Sattar
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